
Thomas Robson, Leamington, Ont. 

October 10 ,  1893. 

Has been f i s h i n g  i n  t h i s  b a y  about 20 

years.  

There a r e  about 10  pound n e t s  between 

Poin t  Pe lee  and hlcCl&ins (about 7 o r  8 mi l e s  

e a s t  of' Point P e l e e ) ;  and about 20 Founds 

between Po in t  Pe lee  and Kingsv i l l e .  

No s e i n e s  OT g i l l  n e t s  a r e  used i n  t h i s  

region. 

The dimensions of the  pounds a r e  as 

fol lows:  

The pot  o r  c r i b  i s  from 25 f e e t  t o  35 

f e e t  square.  The depth i s  a l s o  from 25 t o  

35 f e e t .  They are s e t  i n  about the  same depth 

of water, but so as not  t o  touch t h e  bottom. 

*The bottom i s  v a r i a b l e ,  c o n s i s t i n c  of  sand, m 
c l a y ,  g rave l  and rocks.  

The l e a d e r s  measure from 75 t o  100 rods  

They come t o  w i t h i n  about 20 rods of long.  
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t he  sho re ,  t h e  depth of water at  t h e i r  i nne r  

ends being about 11 o r  12  f e e t .  #* 
The mesh i n  the  pot  i s  u s u a l l y  2 1/4 o r  

2 1/2 inches  ( e x t . ) .  He uses  3 inch mesh i n  

t h e  bottom o f  h i s  p o t s ,  where the  f i s h  a .*e not  

l i a b l e  t o  g i l l .  A mesh 2 1/2 inches i s  too 

l a r g e  f o r  the back of' the pot  where the f i s h  

ape bunted, as they w i l l  g i l l  i n  i t .  H e  u ses  

2 1/4 inches  the re .  Some use 2 inches.  

The h e a r t s  have a 5 inch mesh; t unne l s  

t h e  same; l e a d e r s  8 t o  10 inch mesh. 

He rememders t h a t  t h e r e  were Found n e t s  a t  

t h i s  p l ace  35 years ago, but they were not  then 

i n  gene ra l  use.  

They came i n t o  more genera l  use  about 25 

yea r s  ago, About 20 years  ago t h e r e  were 

probably 10 pounds between Poin t  Pe lee  and 

e Kingsvi l le .  Previous ly  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  

market f o r  t h e  fish, and not  many a re  s o l d  

through the  neighboring country. 

Previous  t o  the i n t r o d u c t i o n  of' pounds 
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e 
(35 years  ago and p r e v i o u s l y )  s e i n e s  were used 

t o  some e x t e n t ,  mainly about Poin t  Pe lee .  I t  

was a regu la -  bus iness ,  but on a v e r y  much 

sma l l e r  s c a l e  than t h e  p re sen t  l ' i shery.  Some 

of t he  f i sh  were s a l t e d ,  but  he knows n o t h i n r  

about t h e i r  s a l e .  The seasons were spying and 

f a l l  f o r  t h e  h e r r i n c  and wh i t e f i sh ,  and summer 
e 

f o r  black bass ,  t h e  l a t t e r  spec ies  being a l s o  

taken i n  t h e  se ines .  

The p r i n c i p a l  f i s h  now taken i n  the pounds 

a r e  h e r r i n g ,  wh i t e f i sh ,  p i c k e r e l ,  black bass, 

s turgeon,  mu l l e t ,  suckers ,  sheepshead, maski- 

nonge, c a t f i s h  ( q u i t e  a l a r g e  q u a n t i t y ) ,  l i n g ,  

s u n f i s h  ( f ew) ,  German c a r p  ( few) .  No salmon 

trout axe caught here .  

The pounds are  Generally s e t  about May 1, 

seldom much e a r l i e r ,  as t h e  weather i s  a p t  t o  

be bad, and f i s h  a r e  scarce.  
0 

The pounds a r e  taken up between Poin t  

Pe lee  and K i n g s v i l l e  about J u l y  1, as the water 

becomes t o o  w a r m  f o r  f ishinf and the n e t s  



4 

r e a d i l y  decay on t h a t  accoiint .  They  a r e  n o t  

put down again u n t i l  September 1, o r  a l i t t l e  

l a t e r .  

e 

They used  to keep them i n  up LO December 

1, b e f o r e  t h e  c l o s e  season  o f  'lovember was 

f o r c e d  upon them. 

H e r r i n e  a r e  t aken  dur inp  :.lay and J u n e ,  

bu t  a re  no t  s o  abundant as  i n  th-. f a l l ,  on the  

w e s t  s ide  of' P o i n t  Pe lee .  L a s t  s p r i n r  t h e y  

caught  more p i c k e r e l  than  h e r r i n r ,  bu t  t h i s  i s  

n o t  g e n e r a l l y  the caso.  More whi te f i sh  than 

p i c k e r e l ,  however, Were t aken  l a s t  s p r i n g .  

They b e r i n  t o  Fet h e r r i n c  a g a i n  about  

September 10. They i n c r e a s e  g r a d u a l l y  i n  

numbers, and a r e  most abundant t h e  l a s t  o f  

October and d u r i n g  November. 

(The fishery i s  d i f f e r e n t  on t h e  eas t  s i d e  

of P o i n t  Pelee,  where the water i s  c o o l e r  i n  

the aumner). 

Sometimes they get large oatches o f  
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h e r r i n g  t h e  l a s t  p a r t  o f  Oc tobe r ,  wh i l e  i n  

o t h e r  y e a r s  t h e y  do not  b e g i n  to g e t  many a n t i 1  

i n  November. T h e y ,  however,  look for.  some 

l a r c e  c a t c h e s  e i t h e r  t h e  l a s t  01’ October  o r  

f i r s t  p a r t  of  vovember. 

This s p e c i e s  spawns t o  some e x t e n t  abou t  

h e r e ,  but  not ‘before  November 25, and thence  

i n t o  December. Ripe spawnin!.. f’ish ar-3 t a k e n  

i n  t h e  pounds d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d .  

The a v e r a g e  r u n  o f  t h e  h e r r i n g  weitrh from 

3/4 pound t o  1 1/4 pounds each .  Some a r e  

t a k e n  weighiny a s  hi;-h a s  3 1/2 pounds. The 

September f i s h  are  a p t  t o  be l a r g e r  t h a n  t h o s e  

which come l a t e r .  I n  each  s c h o o l  t h e  f i s h  r u n  

p r e t t y  much t h e  same s i ze .  

Quantit ies o f  v e r y  younr h e r r i n r  p l a y  

about  the  pounds i n  t h e  s p r i n g  and f a l l ,  but  

they p a s s  t h r u u g h  the mesh. He a l s o  s e e s  them 
“s) 

a l o n g  the shores and t h e y  e n t e r  t h e  c r e e k s .  

H e  has seen i n t e r m e d i a t e  s i z e s  a t  t imes ,  bu t  

t h e y  a r e  never t a k e n  i n  the nets. 
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If he were obl iged  t o  use a 3 1/2 inch 

mesh i n  the c r i b ,  he would abandon f i s h i n g .  

The sma l l e r  h e r r i n r  would go through the  mesh; 

t h e  medium would g i l l ,  and only the very l a r -  

g e s t  would b e  t aken  a l i v e .  The p i c k e r e l  a l s o  

would g i l l .  They cannot worx a podnd if t h e  

f'ish g i l l  i n  i t .  The f i s h  d i e ,  and i1' they 

remain a t  a l l  make i t  very d isagreeable  L O  

handle the ne t .  They a l s o  make i t  ve1.y bad 

f o r  t h e  l i v e  f i s h  i n  t h e  p o t .  

Late  i n  the fall up t o  a y e a r  v o  some 

r i l l  n e t s  were used i n  t h i s  r e r i o n ,  b u t  not 

many and the  bus iness  never amounted t o  much. 

Their use has been p roh ib i t ed  beginning i n  1392 

They t ake  q u i t e  a q u a n t i t y  of' w h i t e f i s h  i n  

t h e  pounds dur ing  May and June. The s p r i n g  

f i s h e r y  i s  b e t t e r  than t h e  f a l l  f i s h e r y  - ~ p  t o  

November 1, but t h e  f a t t e s t  l'ish a re  ohtained 

i n  the f a l l .  

During t he  las t  t w o  spr ings  he has thken 

fully 1/25 as much of whitefish as of h e r r i n g  bY 
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weight.  Previously the i  r r e l a t i v e  abundance 

had not been so p e a t ,  but i t  has v a r i e d  f'rom 0 

year  t o  yea:-. 

Eecin t o  t ake  whi te f i sh  i n  t h e  fall be- 

tweFn October 1 , and  15. Only s t r a y  ones a r e  

caurh t  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of' October. The l a s t  o f  

October they may t ake  anywhere f'rom 50 t o  300 

pounds a t  a s ing le  l i f t  of  a pound, and may 

then o b t a i n  a s  good ca tches  as a t  2ny time i n  

the  f a l l .  Thinks they  a r e  about as  abundant 

t he  l a s t  of' October as i n  November. 

The s p r i n g ,  however, i s  the  bes t  season 

he re  for whit.:fish. 

Each pound i n  t h i s  r eg ion  i s  not doin; s o  

well i n  t h e  t ake  of whi te f i sh  now a s  formerly,  

but t h e  e n t i r e  ca t ch ,  with the increased  number 

o f  pounds, is about t h e  same. 

Herr ing a r e  about a s  abundant as ever  i n  
s 

t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  lake, but t h e y  v a r y  i n  

abundance on the t w o  s i d e s  of  Point Pelee.  

During the las t  8 years they have made imnense 
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ca tches  on the eas t  s i d e  of' t he  Cape, but only 

8 poor  ones on t h i s  s ide .  I t  used t o  be t h e  

o t h e r  way. 

1) 

There a r e  not qu i te  so many coarse  f ish 

(mul l e t ,  suckers ,  sheepshead, carp ,  e t c .4  as 

t h e r e  used t o  be. All f i s h e s  are  a l i t t l e  

s c a r c e r  than  they used t o  be,  when the c a t c h  o f  

i n d i v i d u a l  pounds alone a r e  considered,  b a t  t he  

t o t a l  ca t ch  o f  a l l  t h e  pounds would make a 

l a r g e r  acerega te .  

P i k e  (Esox)  s e l l  t he  same as p i c k e r e l  

( S t i z o s t e d i u m ) ,  and they e e t  a few i n  the 

pounds. 

Whitef ish averace about 4 pounds i n  

weight. 

Seldom get small specimens i n  the  pounds. 

They run f r o m  2 1/2 t o  15 1/2 l b s .  

Whi te f i sh  fry have been p l an ted  along t h i s  

part of the  coas t .  H i s  boa t s  have g e n e r a l l y  

been used f o r  t h i s  purpose. They a r e  p l an ted  

about 1/4 m i l e  off' ahore. H e  th inks t h i s  work 

has b e n e f i t e d  the f i s h e r i e s ,  and so do the 
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other  fishermen about here. 
8 

Pickere l  come next a f t e r  wh i t e f i sh  i n  

viklue, and s e l l  f o r  a b o u t  ons cent l e s s  per 

pound. This i s  the  gray p icke re l ,  which i s  

ranked as a hard f i sh .  The blue p ickere l  goes 

a s  a soft f i sh .  

Might take p ickere l  i n  Apri1,and they are  

caught the  e n t i r e  year round. They a re  m o s t  

abundant durinc the spr inc close season. I t  

i s  then the run is on shore. Take them more 

or l e s s  a l l  the time. They f o l l o w  t h e  

her r ing .  When the re  i s  a run of p i cke re l ,  

will not see many herr ing.  They feed  orl small 

f i s h ,  her r ing  f r y ,  e t c .  

Maskinonge, p ike ,  c a t f i s h  and sturgeon 

probably a l s o  feed on the fry or spawn of' the 

'S her r ing ,  and on many o ther  things.  

Get some black bass i n  the pounds, but not 

a very grea t  quant i ty .  He thinks they do n o t  

spawn i n  t h i s  region, and never saw t h e i r  
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spawning beds. There i s  no s p e c i a l  w o r t  

f i s h i n g  f o r  b a s s  i n  t h i s  region.  8 

Take a good many perch i n  t h e  pounds 

e a r l y  i n  t h e  spr ing.  The main run occurs  

then. Take a few dur inc  a l l  t h e  remainder of' 

t h e  year .  They a re  c l a s sed  as a coarse  f i s h .  

Night l i n e s  mere never used for s turgeon 

about here .  Such as  a r e  obtained a r o  t aken  

i n  t h e  pounds. They a r e  becoming much s c a r c e r  

t han  they  used t o  be. They are  caupht m o s t l y  

i n  May and June. More mal l  sturgeon th i s  

f a l l  than  usua l .  Not many l a r c e  ones have 

ever  been taken i n  the  f a l l .  A good s i zed  

s turgeon mea8ures about 4 f e e t . ( T h i s  does not 

agree with the  D e t r o i t  s tandard.  See statement  

of  A. G. McDonald). 

H e  p8t  h i s  pounds i n  l a s t  December a f t e r  

the close season i n  November, but w i l l  not  do 
I )  

SO again.  He fishes 3 pounds; u s e s  1 boat.  

Moat of the f i sh  f r o m  t h i s  r eg ion  go t o  Detroit.  

!hgs corn a r o w  and c o l l e c t  them a t  t h e  pounds 
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bfany f i s h  a r e  a l s o  peddled through the  neigh- 

bo r ing  country. 
@ 

He has general ly  f ished up t o  November 20 

or 25, sometimes up t o  December 1. L a s t  year 

he f i shed  a f e w  days i n t o  Deaember, but i t  d i d  

not pay. 

So many more pounds are  now worked than 

formerly that i t  i s  hard t o  t e l l  whether t he re  

has ac tua l ly  been a decrease i n  any species. 

The gray p icke re l ,  which i s  the  same a s  

the  yellow p icke re l ,  i s  not a l a r g e  f ish.  

Would average about 1 1/2 t o  2 pounds. 

pound i s  a s  small p ickere l  as  they can market. 

No he r r ing  o r  whitef ish spawn before 

November 20 t o  25. It i s  worse t o  catch them 

in the summer than i n  the f a l l  p r i o r  t o  

November 20. I n  t he  former season they are 

not i n  so good condi t ion,  and i n  the l a t t e r  

One 

'1 

sea80n they can make more out of  them. 

Whitefish, however, aould not be taken i n  
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t h i s  region i n  the m m e r  un le s s  one went out 

i n t o  deep water f o r  them, and used g i l l  ne t s .  

There, a r e ,  however, l a rge  q u a n t i t i e s  of  her- 

r i n g  during the m e r .  

9 

There i s  no winter f i s h e r y  whatever alang 

t h i s  par t  of the coast .  

No pounds a r e  allowed i n  the Detroi t  

River,  or f o r  several  miles  th i s  s ide  o f  the 

mouth o f  the r i v e r .  

November is t he  best  month f o r  he r r ing  and 

whi te f i sh ,  but the catch v a r i e s  w i t h  the 

weather. The bes t  fishine; i s  obtained with 

the r i n d  off $he lake.  The catch drops o f f  

when the wind changes t o  the north. 

Never e e t  many whi te f i sh  a f t e r  the middle 

of November. Thinks they m o s t l y  move west t o  

spawn. Doe8 not know o f  any spec ia l  spawning 

9 ground about here. 

Sometimes 2 pounds are set  one outs ide  of 

t h e  o the r ,  hut not i n  e eontinuous l i n e .  

"his, however, deepen8 the water only a very 

l i t t l e  a t  t h e  outer  end. 
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J, 
T h i n k s  they could pet  whitefish l a t e r  i n  

the season if' they should f i s h  f a r t h e r  out and 

i n  deeper water. Thinks the water g e t s  t o o  

cold about here the l a s t  o f  November f o r  them 

t o  spawn. 

The proposed increase i n  the s i z e  o f  the 

mesh i n  the p o t s  of' the  pounds would force  h i m  

t o  give up the f i shery .  I t  would make a g i l l  

net of them. 

Might e s t a b l i s h  a m i n i m  s i z e  o f  white- 

f i sh  and sturgeon t o  be taken, a l l  under tha t  

s i z e  t o  be thrown back i n t o  the water. This 

would be the  best  method of pro tec t ing  the 

sturgeon. 

Undersized whi te f i sh  a r e  r a r e l y  taken. 

They could r ead i ly  pick them out and r e l ease  

D them from the ne t .  With the her r ing  it  
J 

would be hard t o  do t h i s .  

H e r r i w  and whi te f i sh  fu rn i sh  t h e i r  most 

Does not think i t  i s  of  p r o f i t a b l e  f i she ry .  
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much use  t o  p r o t e c t  the  p i c k e r e l  o r  p ike  as 

e they des t roy  s o  many young f i s h e s  (and pre-  

sumably t h e  younp; o f  the h e r r i n g  and w h i t e f i s h j  

Blue p i c k e r e l  and sand p i c k e r e l  a r e  not 

worth as much a s  t h e  h e r r i n g .  Gray  p i c k e r e l  . 
a r e  valued h igher  than t h e  h e r r i n y ,  coming next  

a f t e r  whi te f i sh .  Whitef ish and b lack  bass 

b r ing  about t h e  same p r i c e .  

Thinks they would f i s h  g i l l  n e t s  about 

h e r e ,  i f  allowed t o .  They were stopped l a s t  

f a l l  

There i s  a gene ra l  impression among t h e  

f ishermen t h a t  they would be s a t i s f i e d  with a 

c l o s e  season bepinning about November 20 and 

cont inuing  i n t o  the winter.  A p e t i t i o n  t o  

that e f f e c t  has been sen t  t o  the  Min i s t e r .  

If the c l o s e  season i e  not extended i n t o  
P 
bd 

November, many f ishermen rill have t o  suspend. 

A n  o u t f i t  f o r  a pound i s  worth about $500. 

or $600. Addi t iona l  pounds could be added a t  

8 much smaller p r i c e  each. A l i c e n s e  i s  
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i s sued  f o r  each pound. As a r u l e  about h e r e ,  

It each person  has 2 pounds. S a i l  boa t s  a r e  

employed t o  tend t h e  pounds. Xe h a s  one 

pound ne t  which is 7 o r  8 years o ld .  (This i s  

an unusual  age. Generally rep laced  every 2 o r  

3 years ,  accordinp t o  o t h e r  wi tnesses) .  

I. 
Y 



Leamington, Ont., Oct. 10, 1893. . 

Capt. Post belongs in Sandusky, where he 

has an office, Post & Co. They fish on that 

side, and he also buys fish on this (Canadian) 

side, over a distance along the coast of about 

80 miles, including Point aux Pins, Point 

Pelee and Pelee Island. His father was a 

pioneer in the pound net fishing in Lake  Erie, 

and established that fishing cbn the Canadian 

side, in this region at least. Capt. Post 

apparently collects for Sandusky market a l l  the 

fish taken over the 80 miles mentioned, except 

such small amounts a8 may be sold locally. 

H e  apparently is financially interested in most 

of the pounds around here. He controls the 

tatch and the fishermen ieem to look up to him. 

He i8 a sharp bu8ineSS man, well informed, and 

of good judgment and c m o n  aense. 

8 -  - 

His 
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interests are now mainly with the Canadians 

about here and he spends most of his time on 
s 

t h i s  aide. He has two steamers which carry 

f ish from this side to Sandusky,-City of 

Dresden and Louise. He has kept careful 

records of' h i s  oatch f o r  many years, which bear 

upon the habits and spawninc of' the fish, and 

the tempeeature of  the water. A l l  of these 

he will place at our disposal to copy from. 

They are kept at the office in Sandusky. 

Capt. helle, of the steamer Louise, has an 

important temperature record covering 14 years, 

and can a l s o  give much information about the 

fisher iea . 
He would be in favor of stopping all 

f ishing i n  the lake for whitefish dter ?Jov. 
" *  - 15, and for herring after Nov. 20 to 25. 

Has so written to Mr. Tupper, at request of' 

Mr. Vigle, of  Leamington, who i s  working in the 
interest of the Canadian fisheries at this end 
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n of the lake, 
\b 

There is an imense amount of' gill net 

fishing out in the lake in the fall, by means 

of' tugs, 

These tugs can fol low the schools of 

whitefish and herring in their fall migrations 

toward the western end of the lake. They will 

test with their nets until they find where they 

are. Their nets are set in a sort of triangle 

When a school has been found, the direction of 

their movement can be  determined by the direc- 

tion in which they have meshed. They then 

follow the school along in that direction, 

setting the nets crosswise of' t he i r  course, and 

may follow them thus many miles, finally 

practically exterminating the school. 

The principal spawninc grounds for white- 

f i sh  are at the head of t he  lake, around t h e  

ialands, and o f f  Eagle, Ont. There is a ridge 

of roek6, serving a8 a spawning ground, off the 
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.4 latter place. About the Canadian islands are 
. a  

now the best places, as they have not been 

fished so much as the others. 

Herring spawn mainly at the head of' the 

l ake ,  coming into the reefs and shoals there 

for this purpose during the latter part of 

November, and the f'irst week in December. 

Do not get many spawning herring on this part 

of the Canadian shore. 

Thinks it would be just as well not to 

take special means to preserve those fish which 
t 

destroy large quantities of' t h e  eggs or fry of 

the herring and whitefish. 

Has seen the stomachs of sturgeon f'ull of 

the  spawn of other f'iehes. 

Pickerel destroy more spawn than he is 

,-  worth. The herring mature most rapidly, and - _  

it is more important to protect the herring 

than the pickerel. 

4 ,  5 and 6 years ago there were imnense 
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c number8 of s m a l l  her r ing ,  which gave them grea t  

t rouble  i n  s o r t i n g  over the catch,  as they were 

much too small f o r  market. During the l a s t  3 

years this has not been so. I t  w a s  mainly a t  

Rondeau that  they were so abundant. 

. *  

Knows of he r r ing  w i t h  r i p e  spawn being 

taken i n  t h i s  region during the winter, and as 

l a t e  as February. 

I n  t h e  po t s  of' the  pound n e t s  i n  t h i s  

region use 2 1/4 inch ( e x t . )  mesh for sides, 

f r o n t  and bottom, and 2 inch mesh for back 

where f i s h  a r e  bunted and taken out. 

The bottom of the pot ( o r  c r i b )  should 

not r e s t  upon the  bottom of the lake.  The 

tunnel ,  h e a r t s  and l eade r ,  however, must touch 

the  bottom. 

"_ After  November 15,  there  w i l l  be 1,000 

miles of gill n e t s  s e t  for her r ing  and white- 

- fiah in Lake B r i e ,  rest of a l i n e  drawn across  

the lake from Hiwon, Ohio. A t  that time the  
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pound n e t s  may not be doing much, a s  they :vi11 

have been l a rge ly  damaged by storms, and not 

replaced. 

Most f i s h i n g  f o r  he r r ing  and whitefish i s  

done on the American s ide  the  l a s t  o f  October 

and during !Jovember. 

Agrees i n  what some of the fishermen have 

t o l d  us about here ,  t o  the  e f f e c t  t h a t  they do 

not ca tch  more whitef ish i n  November than i n  

October, and a l s o  t h a t  the bes t  catches o f  

whi te f i sh  a r e  made about here i n  the  spring. 

The wors t  s t o r m s  occur  i n  the f a l l ,  on the 

north s ide  o f  the lake  between Rondeau and the 

head o f  the l ake ;  on the  south s ide  the  w o r s t  

storms are i n  the spr ing,  t o  the west o f  the 

same longitude. That is they blow t o  the 

g r e a t e s t  in jury  of the f i sh ing ,  as thus 

deecribed. 

Along the north s ide  o f  the lake the 

temperature of the water w i l l  average cooler 
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during the 8uxrner, than on the south side. 0 
\ 

Thinks the  best  regula t ion  would be t o  

p roh ib i t  ne t  f i s h i n e  o f  every kind throughout 

t he  lake, between Xovember 20 t o  25 and A p r i l  

15. The l a r g e  l ake  p ickere l  spawn during 

March, The srmll  p l cke re l ,  which en te r  the 

creeks for spawning, a r e  general ly  through by 

Apri l  15. The creek p ickere l  a r e  yellow i n  

color .  The lake  p i cke re l  gray. He could 

not descr ibe the i r  d i f fe rence ,  but thinks they 

a r e  di s t i nc t epe c i e s . 
He i s  not i n  favor of p ro tec t ing  the bass. 

H e  would exact a heavy f i n e  f o r  taking o r  

disposing of f i s h  below a c e r t a i n  s i z e ,  t he  

same t o  be decided af ter  an inquiry. For 

r e p e t i t i o n  of of fense ,  he would f o r f e i t  f i s h i n g  

te, privileges, 

Tfiinks the under sizes can be r e l eased  

from the nets a l i v e ,  i f  proper care  is used. 

As it is now, i t  has  been necessary t o  r e t u r n  
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the whitefish €0 the water during November, 

and this law has generally been observed. The 

fishermen care to take no risks by retaining 

them, and it is the same with him as t o  their 

purchase and transportation. Should he be 

detected in violating this law, he would 

undoubtedly be disbarred f rom working any more 

along this shore. 

a 

Would make the m i n i m  size of sturgeon 

to be taken 3 feet. 

Believes the hatching work should be kept 

up and increased. Thinks it has done much 

good. 

Would entirely prohibit the use of cill 

nets in Lakg Erie (not -in Lake Huron). There 

is a much larger percentage of waste from them 

a than from t h e  pounds. Nets which have gone 

astray keep on catching fish until the nets are 

deetroyed. Ha8 picked up floating gill nets, 

which have been brought t o  the surface by dead 
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f i sh .  (He f i s h e s  g i l l  n e t s  h i m -  and bloated 

se l f  because o thers  use them). 0 

The number o f  pounds should be r e s t r i c t e d .  

They should be l icensed  i n  8ome wa$. A l l  the 

kinds of  f i s h  i n  Lake Er ie  can r ead i ly  be taken 

i n  pounds, and t o  a s u f f i c i e n t  extent .  The 

pounds cannot be f i shed  on the spawning eroundg 

but with g i l l  n e t s  they can follow the  schools 

everywhere and exterminate them. 

Does not think t h a t  the  whi te f i sh  should 

be caught out o f  the  deep hole  off Erie.  I t  

i s  of s m a l l  s ize ,  and a r e s t i n g  place f o r  the  

f i s h  where they should be preserved. 

On the American s ide  the  pots  o f  t he  

pounds have the same mesh as i n  Canada, namely 

2 and 2 1/4 inches mesh ( ex t .  ). 
* 

The tunnel 

and h e a r t  have 4 t o  5 inch and the  l eade r  4 t o  

7 inch ( e x t . )  mesh. 
8 

The water i s  shoaler  on the  American s ide ,  

and ro i l8  up more readi ly .  The smaller f i s h  
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would there  go  through a coarse mesh i n  the  

9 l eade r ,  which i s  the reason f o r  having so small 

a one, A l a r g e r  mesh leader  will stand be t tb r  

i n  the  water,  i s  cheaper, and w i l l  take j u s t  

a s  many f i s h  i n  c l e a r  water. 

I n  cases where the pound n e t s  a r e  des- 

troyed b y  storms the f i s h  escape a l i v e .  Not 

so w i t h  g i l l  ne ts .  

There is no summer f i sh ing  west o f  Point 

Pelee t o  near the  mouth o f  the Det ro i t  River, 

including Pelee Is land.  The fishermen i n  t h i s  

region,  t he re fo re ,  have good reason t o  ask t h a t  

the c lose  season be s e t  back t o  November 20, 

Pelee I s land  i s  3 times the size o f  Kelly 

I s land .  The l a t t e r ,  however, has as many 

pounda, a s  the e n t i r e  Canadian shore,  about 

200 o r  more, while Pelee I s l and  has only about 

The value of the Canadian catch on Lake 

Brie, given i n  Canadian F i she r i e s  Reports, i s  

much too  l a rge ,  The number of pounds w i l l  be 
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the same as the licenses recorded. 

0 On the American side the fisheries have 

deteriorated greatly, and at the rate they are 

now declining will amount to nothing after 3 

or 4 years. 

The strings o f  pounds o f f  Sandusky are in 

the way of navigation, and vessels coming out 

of Sandusky can steer a straight course in only 

a limited direction. Has never heard ship- 

masters complain, however. (It w i l l  be very 

important to work this subject u p ) .  

On the Canadian side, lines of pound nets 

go out from the shore only a distance of 1 1/2 

to 2 miles at the extreme. On the American 

side, however, they may go out 10 or 12 miles 

and i n t o  depths of 55 feet. The inner potson 

the American side are some of them in rater as 

ahallon as 10 feet. On Canadian side the 
(5 

extreme depth in which the pots are set is 

about 40 feet. 
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Pound net fiehing began on the American 

0 side, at Marblehead, about 1855. On the 

Canadian side they date back about 15 years. 

Ten years ago there were nearly as many as now 

west of Pt. Pins. There have never been 

more net8 than are set  this year, but always 

about the same. Reductions made in some 

places have been counterbalanced by increases 

in others. 

On the American side the fish will be 

exterminated in the course of 3 or 4 years, if 

the fishery goes on as it is now, and many w i l l  

aoon have to give up the business. At least 

10 times as much fishing is done on the 

American side as on the Canadian. 

Henry  Douglas, now at the Erie, Pa., 

hatchery:, i8 b8St aaquainted with the habits 

of fishes in Lake Brie. ar 

No American is allowed to fish on the 

Csnadian s ide  unless he becomes naturalized. 

There is, however, no law t o  prevent Canadian, 



13 

f i s h i n g  on the  Ohio shore, and they a r e  doinc 

c i t  repeatedly.  May fish pounds o r  by any 

other  means. He may take h i s  boat and 

apparatus across  and has merely t o  pay customs 

f e e  o f  $1.50. May p u t  i n  h i s  twine wherehe 

p leases ,  and even t o  the inconvenience of' an 

American, who has no redress .  Persons who 

remain the re  may became American c i t i z e n s ,  but 

there  a r e  some, e spec ia l ly  young, unmarried 

men, who go over j u s t  f o r  the  season when there  

i s  no f i s h i n g  on Canadian s ide.  They gener- 

d l y  go t o  f i s h  f o r  o thers ,  havine no appl i -  

ances of t h e i r  own. 

If the proposed extension of  t h e  close 

season, and the enlarged mesh f o r  pounds i n  

Canada, a r e  enforced, i t  will very l i k e l y  

result  i n  sending many Canadian fishermen t o  

the  American side. These persons would 

probably become American c i t i z e n s  eventually.  

If t o o  many were going over, i t  would probably 

also result i n  the passage of  an American law, 
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t o  prevent fore ignors  f i ah ing  on the American 

0 s ide  o f  the lake.  

On the  American s ide  the twine s e t  i s  so 

extensive,  and runs out i n t o  the lake so f a r ,  

t h a t  i t  tends t o  break up Lhe schools, and t o  

t u rn  them fkom t h e i r  n a t u r a l  courses. 

On the  Canadian side the n e t s  a re  very 

few, and the  case is d i f f e ren t .  The condition 

of t h e  f i s h e r i e s  i s  much b e t t e r ,  the  system o f  

regula t ions ,  i n  a renera l  way, s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  

and t h e  catch per pound ne t  i s  much g rea t e r  

than on t h e  American s ide.  

Pounds were f i r s t  es tab l i shed  about 

Rondeau about 5 years  ago ( t h e r e  were on ly  2 

i n  t h i s  region previous ly)  . There a r e  30 

there  now, over an ex ten t  o f  coas t  reachinr  

from 10 miles  East o f  Rondeau t o  20 miles West. 

A t  P o i n t  Pelee they have ex i s t ed  f o r  some 15 
0 

years. Before 5'years ago the  s m e r  catch of  

herring at Point Pelee was very considerable ,  
8 

but s h o e  the p lac ing  of 80 many pounds about 
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Rondeau, i t  has  cu t  off' a l a r g e  p a r t  o f  chis 

aummer ca t ch ,  seeming t o  stop, more o r  less, 

t h e  westward movement o f  the f i s h  a t  this 

season. I t  has not apparent ly  made much 

d i f f e r e n c e  w i t h  the  spr ing  and f a l l  f i s h e r y ,  

Y 

which i s  more s c a t t e r i n g .  

The pounds above mentioned a t  Poin t  Pe lee  

a r e  on t h e  east s i d e  of  the p o i n t ,  where the re  

i s  a co ld  sumtner eddy, and a summer f i s h e r y .  

To t h e  west o f  Poin t  Pelee t h e r e  i s  no summer 

f i s h e r y .  

A t  one of  the pounds on the e a s t  s i d e  of' 

po in t  Pe lee ,  before  i n t e r f e r e d  with as above 

desc r ibed ,  he has known o f  an in s t ance  where 

f o r  3 weeks, i t  was impossible  t o  empzp a l l  

o f  the f i sh  out  each day, t h e y  were so 

numerous. The p o t  w a s  never e n t i r e l y  cleaned 

during that  t i m e .  
cc) 

A s imi la r  eddy occurs on the e a s t  s i d e  of' 

Point  aux Pins. The d i f f e r e n c e  i n  the  temper- 

ature on the two s ides  of these  two points i n  



the sumner was very great, and he had records 

which will give the exact observations. a 
(Peter Ditchey is the most intelligent 

fish man at Sandusky. Fishes and runs in 

connection with Sandusky Fish Co. ) .  

Black bass cut no figure in the market 

fisheries, and if thought best, their capture 

by nets mieht be entirely prohibited. 

Carp are taken continuously in pounds 

about Sandusky, and find ready sale. It is 

still a question whether they w i l l  harm or 

benefit the fisheries of the l a k e .  

Eels are moderately abundant on the 

American side in some places. A l s o  occur on 

Canadian, Largest he has seen weighed 9 l b s .  


